o |

eneral M

ICF G

anager Abhay K Khanna at the stamp exhibition | D SAMPATH KU

1
MAR

World’s first postage stamp
exhibited at ICF museum

Express News Service

Chennai: Want to catch a
glimpse of the world’s first
postage stamp? Step into the
philatelic exhibition at the
Regional Rail Museum in
ICF Chennai. Touted to be a
rare stamp, the first postage
stamp christened ‘The Pen-
ny Black’ was released in
1840 at England.

“India has the distinction
of printing the first bi-colour
stamp at the Government
Press in Kolkata during
1854, said Baskar, secre-
tary of the South India Phi-
latelists’ Association
(SIPA).

Narrating an interesting
story that unfolded during
the printing of the red and
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Thennai: Visitors to the
Regional Rail Museum at
ECF Chenmnai may soon relish
delicions food inside train
coaches.

In 2 bid to transform the
museum into an infotain-
ment hub, ICF has drawn up
a slew of plans to refurbish
the premises. “We are plan-
ning to establish a canteen,
wherein people can enjoy
food inside the train com-
pertments,” Abhay K Khan-
uz, ICF General Manager
told Express. Speaking on
the sidelines of the inaugura-
tion of a philatelic exhibition
here on Wednesday, he said,
the second chapter of the
museum that deals with the
engineering aspects of rail-

black bi-colour stamp, he
said, “Two sheets of the
printed papers, inadver-
tently carried the mugshot
of the queen in an inverse
position.Though the mis-
take was unearthed in a
couple of few days, the sold
stamps became precious
later.” A bi-colour stamp is
exhibited here, he added.

The exhibition organised
in connection with the Chil-
dren’s Day celebrations, has
8,000 postage stamps, post-
al covers, commemorative
stamps and aerogrammes
on 30 different themes on
display.

M V S Prasad, a partici-
pant from Guntur, who had
exhibited stamps and postal
covers on the eternal jour-
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ways will be set up by Janu-
ary,
“The upcoming museum
will house components of
various departments of rail-
ways including signalling, It
will also house 3D models of
engineering components,”
he added and continued,

ney of Railways, has dis-
played the first postal stamp
in the world, which carried
the image of a train.

A postal cover, recovered
from a derailed train in
Texas during 1958 was also
an unique piece on display.

“These postage stamps
will educate the students on
the evolution of railways,”
observed, K S Vijaykumar,
who came from Bengaluru
to participate in the event.

A few other interesting
themes were scout move-
ment and light houses. Post-
age stamps made using gold,
silver, crystal, and wood are
also on display.

The philatelic exhibition
is on till November 16, be-
tween 10.30 am and 5.30.

“the science museum is Iike-
ly to be opened next to the
museum.”

The existing Regional Rail
Museum has a toy train, chil-
dren’s park, three tier mini
train running model, souve-
nir shop display, coach mod-
els and a photo gallery.



